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His thoughts raced, and he saw the weakness of
idolatry* He was baptized, and had a fierce quarrel
with his brother on the respective merits of Confucius
and Christ, and was turned out. With the aid of
friends he secured enough money to obtain a steerage
passage to China, and returned home to battle
almost as hotly with his father, an earnest Confucian.
For a time that filial obedience which is instilled in
in all Chinese caused him to light incense sticks
before the idols, but the time came when he revolted.
One night he stole to the village temple and played
havoc with the idols. Next day, horror-stricken
villagers demanded that the youthful delinquient
should be cast from the village. He left, and the
gods were appeased.
By devious means he reached Canton, and there
a young, English-speaking Chinese stopped a foreigner
and asked for a job. The foreigner was a doctor
attached to the Anglo-American Hospital, and the
doctor saw in Sun Yat Sen a good ward orderly.
For a year he was an hospital orderly, and his interest
in medicine was aroused. It chanced that at this
time there was initiated a movement for the estab-
lishment of a medical school for Chinese students.
Sun Yat Sen was given his chance, and in 1892 he
qualified when, incidentally, he first took the name
of Sun Yat Sen.
So far we have seen little of the revolutionary,
but that was soon to come. Dr. Sun Yat Sen re-
paired to the nearby Portuguese settlement of Macao
to practise his medicine, and there he met men
who had formed a society called " Young China/'